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WATERING WISELY 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Party  
June 5th from 12 noon onwards  

Join us on the Canteen Green to celebrate our 
Queen’s Jubilee. Bring and Share your favourite 
dishes, fun for all the family. More details to follow.  
 
A big thank you to all those who helped make the 
Artisan Fair and the afternoon tea on Easter 
Monday such successful events. Without all you 
hard working volunteers we would not be able to 
host many of our fundraising activities. We raised 
£200 for UNICEF and £120 for MacMillan nurses.    

RECENT BREAK-IN 

Three weeks ago, a plot-holder’s polytunnel on 
Road 1 was broken into. Several items were taken 
and there was some damage.  

Please remain vigilant and check out anyone that 
you do not recognise or is acting suspiciously.  

If you are the victim of such an incident please 
report any break-in, theft, and criminal damage to 
the police. It can be easily done online. Also let the 
committee know, with the details of any crime 
reference number so we can collate such activity. It 
is especially important to inform the police of any 
incident no matter how small or insignificant you feel 
it is, as the more crime references an organisation 
such as ours can record, the more the police will 
take notice eventually.  

First, you need to ensure that precious water is not 
wasted on bare soil, so mulch round your plants as 
you plant or sow.  Black plastic makes a good 
mulch and weed suppressant, and if you do not 
want to spend money on big sheets of plastic, you 
can use black dustbin bags.  Pin them down with U-
shapes cut from coat hangers, then just cut a cross 
where you want a plant to go.  Alternatively, fill a 
bottle with water and put a corner of the plastic over 
the neck before putting the cap back on then just 
rest the bottle on top of the plastic. 

To make sure the water gets straight to the plant 
roots, save plastic drink bottles, cut off the bottom, 
take off the lid and place them close to the 
individual plants (or in between two plants) holding 
them in place with a thin stick down through the 
bottle into the soil.  Then when it is time to water, 
just fill the bottle and leave it to sink down.  In hot 
weather it is best to water in the evening so the 
plants can soak up their drink when it is cool.  

Another way to give water to specific plants is to fill 
a plastic bag with water, tie the top tightly and 
attach it to a stick, then make a tiny hole in the 
bottom of the bag so the water seeps out slowly.  
You can also buy watering spikes to fit on plastic 
bottles – fill the bottle with water, add the spike and 
push it into the ground next to the plant.  You may 
need to loosen the spike a little to make sure the 
water flows properly – watch for bubbles rising as 
the water soaks down. 

With any of these methods, you can add liquid 
manure to the bottle or bag as needed. 

This piece was written by Janet MacDonald who 
was always good at innovative ideas. I thought it 
worth repeating to help you all conserve water.  

POLYTUNNEL PLANTS  

The polytunnel team of volunteers have been 
hard at work sowing, potting on and tending to a 
wide variety of plants. The list of vegetable plants 
for sale is quite extensive: Cabbages, purple 
sprouting broccoli, red cabbage, kale, Brussels 
sprouts, marrows and courgettes, onions, leeks, 
beetroot, lettuce, peppers hot and the bell 
varieties, sweetcorn, melon, runner beans, 
climbing pole beans, several types of tomatoes, 
ranging from the small cherry to the larger 
beefsteak ones. Some herbs are being grown, 
also flowers: sweet peas, fuchsias, cosmos, 
dahlias, marigolds (particularly good companion 
plants for tomatoes) and last but not least 
sunflowers, some single ones, some of the 
smaller, dwarf varieties; loved by the bees and 
then later, a feast for the birds and occasionally 
squirrels.  

As the season progresses, we will be having 
regular plant sales on the green outside the 
canteen, at present while the weather has a chilly 
wind some plants will not be put out until it is safe 
to do so. A ground frost has been known in the 
month of May, so it is quite easy to be caught 
out. If in doubt, do not plant out and remember to 
harden your plants off first. The trading centre 
has large rolls of fleece which can be cut to size, 
this is just handy to cover your tender plants, 
giving them an extra degree of protection.  

Plants are always available when the trading 
centre is open.  
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VEGETABLE CARE:  

Watch out for late frosts, Protect tender plants with 
a covering of horticultural fleece. 

Continue earthing up potatoes, and promptly plant 
any still remaining. Earthing up is the drawing up of 
soil around the stems, leaving just 5cm of shoot 
uncovered so that the plant has enough foliage to 
continue growth. 

Regularly hoe off weeds to prevent them from 
competing for moisture and nutrients. Try hoeing on 
dry days between the rows to make sure the weeds 
dry up and die.  

Pinch out the tips of broad beans once they start to 
flower as this helps to discourage blackfly. This is 
the most effective method, far better than using 
sprays.  

Move plants to cold frame for hardening off before 
planting outside. Ensure adequate ventilation in 
greenhouses to prevent the risk of powdery mildew 
and Botrytis.  

Sow direct into prepared beds: French & runner 
beans, squash, outdoor cucumbers and pumpkin, 
however if this month is cold, wait until the end of 
the month or start crops off under cover. Sow 
cauliflowers and purple sprouting broccoli for 
harvesting next winter. Courgettes and ridge 
cucumbers are best started off in the greenhouse or 
on a windowsill for planting out in June.  

Sow leeks in rows when they reach 10cm in height, 
use a large dibber, an old spade handle is ideal to 
make a hole 7cm deep, drop the leek into the hole 
then fill with water. The use of a fine cover such as 
environ mesh is recommended to help prevent the 
infestation of pests such as leek moth and the  
allium leaf miner.  

Use the gaps between the rows of autumn plants 
such as brussels sprouts for short-term crops like 
radishes or little gem lettuces.   

Sow sweetcorn in planters such as root trainers, this 
helps the long roots to grow without a check.  

Plant out your hardened off tomatoes once the risk 
of frost has gone, I find that by using old glass 
frames or an equivalent wind break protection from 
the north east wind works wonders for a good crop.  

FRUIT CARE: 

Fix pheromone traps in apple and plum trees to 
help reduce the codling moth numbers. This is 
the month they start to mate, so trapping them 
will reduce the numbers of eggs. Allow one trap 
for every 5 trees.  

Spray plum trees against aphids and spray 
apples & gooseberries against powdery mildew.  

Dead shoots on tree fruit may indicate a number 
of disease problems. Check for signs of canker,   
bacterial canker and blossom wilt.  

Tie-in new shoots of fan-trained fruit such as 
peaches, cherries, plums and gages.  

Remove strawberry runners to conserve energy 
from the existing plant. If you want plants for the 
next year, pinch off flowers from a selective 
plant, this encourages them to produce green 
shoots and runners, save and pot up separately.   

FLOWER/GRASS CARE: 

Mow lawns regularly but do not cut too short as 
this can damage the grass. Apply selective 
weed-killer if necessary. Apply a light dressing of 
a nitrogenous fertilizer in late May. The trading 
centre has good quality grass seed for front and 
back lawns and a variety of lawn treatments.  

Lift and divide overcrowded clumps of daffodils 
and other spring-flowering bulbs.  

JOBS TO DO IN MAY 

PLEASE REDUCE YOUR SPEED 

We have a 5-mph limit on our allotment grounds 
coupled with a one-way system which must be 
always adhered to. It is convenient to have the 
car park which goes a long way to lessen car 
parking on the surrounding roads, but drivers 
must be mindful of pedestrians using the roads 
as well.  

Please also remember that when exiting our 
allotment grounds there is a 20-mph limit in 
force at both gates. We are situated in an urban 
area which is primarily residential, so we all 
have a duty to reduce our speed to ensure 
greater safety to our neighbours who live near-
by. Speed limits should be seen by drivers 
using a road with parked cars either side as the 
absolute maximum rather than a target speed.  


